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Writing: Paragraph Writing & Linking Words

There are three main reasons why students drop out of school. To
start with, poverty can usually push students to quit school. Parents
with limited resources can’t afford to buy school materials for their
children. As a result, children usually miss school to have part-time
jobs in order to help their families. If it is always the case, the working
school children may find it difficult to cope with the school
assignments, and are consequently forced to drop out of school.
Moreover, family dysfunction causes children to drop out of school.
For instance, children whose parents are divorced are likely to have
some psychological problems and can’t focus on their studies well.
Last but not least, befriending careless students can also lead to
dropping out of school. Be careful! You may start skipping classes
once you have irresponsible friends at school. You may even start
smoking or taking drugs, and someday you will certainly find yourself
out of school. To conclude, it’s true that there are many causes of
dropping out of school, but the aforementioned factors remain the
most common ones.

I-Read and pick up from the text the sentences which respond
to the following elements:

1. Introduction (Topic sentence):

2. Body (Supporting sentences):

3. Conclusion (Concluding sentence)

II- Paraphrase # the topic sentence as suggested
1. There are

2. Students leave

III- Paraphrase # the concluding sentence as suggested
Dropping out of school

IV- Underline the linking words used in the text, then classify them in the table below.

sequence addition cause & effect consequence purpose example contrast
o L] L] [ ] [ ) [ ) L]
o L] L] [ ] [ ) [ ) L]
[ ] L] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ]
[ ] L] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ]
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