
One day, I was really hurt. As a 5-year-old kid, my family sent me 

to the Qur’an kindergarten where a tutor, known as fqih, taught us 

Arabic alphabets and some short Surahs from the Holy Qur'an. It 

was a tradition locals kept at the time. I was one of my teacher's 

favourite pupils. I could memorize quickly and clean my wooden 

slate to start yet another Surah every single day. However, things 

went upside-down later. At the end of every month, the fqih used 

to collect his salary by asking the pupils to bring 5 dirhams each. I was always excited to bring the 

money before anyone did. Days went by and I realised that the rest of the pupils did not pay the fee 

to the fqih. I felt I was tricked. "I need to get back my money," I thought to myself. When I had 

failed to find a decent way to regain my money, I planned to lie. While I was reciting the newly-

memorized surah to the fqih, I ventured to ask him for the money, ostensibly because my family 

forced me to do so. “Really?” he responded with a feigned shock. He reached for his Djellaba pocket 

as if he was going to take out the coin, only to give me a hard swift slap on my face. I will never 

ever forget that slap. From that day I learned my lesson: Lies bring about bad results. 

1. Read the anecdote then complete this chart 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Write your anecdote. You can follow this guiding outline. 

• Mention if your anecdote is an accident, mishap or a funny incident? (One day, I was terribly 

hurt. / I laughed that I shed tears/I had a terrible afternoon) 

• When and where was that? 

• Who was there with you? 

• What happened? What happened later? 

• Did you learn any lesson from that? 
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Check if: 

  the verbs are the past; 

  the linking words are used appropriately; 

  there is correct punctuation and spelling; 

  the flow of the narration is smooth. 

 

Abstract 

(Introduction) 
One day, I was really hurt. 

Orientation 

(What, when, where, and who?) 

The fqih asked the pupils to bring 5 dirhams (what) 

…………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………… 

Complicating action 

(What happened?) 

…………………………………………………………………………………

……..……………………………………………………………………… 

Resolution 

(What happened later?) 
The kid’s lie and ………………………………………………….. 

Evaluation 

(Lessons learned?) 
………………..………………………………………………………………

… 

Linking words and 

expressions for sequence 

One day, ………………...……. , …………………….……., 

.……………….…….., …………………….……. 
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  there is correct punctuation and spelling; 

  the flow of the narration is smooth. 
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